
 

  

 

 

Creating Bully-Free Schools ― Bullying Prevention  

Polk County Public Schools is committed to providing a safe learning environment that is free from 
bullying and harassment. Bullying and harassment that disrupts the educational setting will not be 
tolerated. 

When adults respond quickly and consistently to bullying behavior they send the message that it is not 
acceptable. Research shows this can stop bullying behavior over time.  

Parents, school staff, and community members can help children prevent bullying by talking about it, 
building a safe school environment, and creating a community-wide bullying prevention strategy. 

IS IT BULLYING? 

If you are unsure if your child is being bullied, the following checklist can help. All items must be 
answered “yes” for behavior to be considered bulling or harassment. If you answer “yes” to all items, 
please report the behavior immediately. 

• Did the incident occur on school property, at a school event, on the school bus or at the bus 
stop? (Even actions that take place off school grounds can be bullying if the behavior disrupts 
the learning environment.) 

• Was the behavior negative or malicious? 
• Did the behavior happen more than once? 
• Is there an imbalance in strength or power, or an attempt to create an imbalance? 

REPORTING 

Students, parents, guardians, volunteers, and other concerned individuals with knowledge of these 
incidents should submit a report online at polkschoolsfl.com/bullying and/or contact the school 
administration immediately. These Reports can be made anonymously. Every reported act of bullying 
or harassment will be investigated, and parents will be informed of the outcome. 

Threats of physical harm should be reported to law enforcement immediately. 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 

Your children and concerns are important to us even if the behavior does not constitute bullying or 
harassment we want to provide support and assistance.  Please contact your school administration, 
guidance counselor or teacher, or the Polk County Public Schools Bullying Prevention Team if you need 
additional support. For additional information and resources please visit the Polk County Public School 
website  polkschoolsfl.com/bullying. 


