
 
Harrison School for the 

Arts 

 
Audition Packet 

 

Director: Joe Sniegocki 
Choreographer: Shelley Bourgeois 

Musical Director: Suzi Lambert 
 

Show Dates 

November 5-7 at 7:00 p.m.  
November 8 at 2:00 p.m. 

 



THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED 
Welcome to the audition packet for Guys and Dolls! We are extremely excited to roll the dice 
on this classic musical. This packet will provide you with all of the material you need in order 
to prepare a professional audition. If you are even a little nervous or very excited about 
auditioning, it is in your best interest to become familiar with the information provided in 
this packet. First, look over the audition schedule and find out when you will be auditioning. 
Then, read the rehearsal information, synopsis of the play, the character list, and song 
selections from the show. Finally, choose a song from the packet, fill out the audition sheet, 
and get ready to have fun. The more prepared you are for the audition, the more confident 
you will feel about auditioning for the show.  
One of the first things you should bear in mind is that we have cast people before without a 
strong vocal or dance background. Throughout the audition process we look for students 
who are hardworking, positive, focused, and mature enough to work as a learning 
professional with other likeminded students. We are also looking for performers who are 
willing to make bold choices. Guys and Dolls is a classic American musical with fun 
characters, powerful dances, and music that instantly energizes any audience. Therefore, we 
want performers who are ready to immerse themselves into the world of Damon Runyon 
filled with gangsters, pickpockets, showgirls and swindlers! 
Every year Harrison School for the Arts is committed to producing an all-school musical 
production in which every department, regardless of discipline, collaborates by sharing a 
story with our community through music, movement, spoken words, costumes, and scenery. 
Regardless of your personal abilities, everyone in the school has an opportunity to participate 
in this major event in which students for the past 26 years have not only performed; but made 
new friends and developed talents they never knew they had. Thank-you for joining us and 
we wish you the best of luck at auditions. If you are not cast, we hope you will participate by 
joining the costume, props, or set building crew for the production.  
Good Luck!!!! 
 

SUE ME 
You must attend and perform in both a vocal and a dance audition to be eligible for casting  

1. You must sing one of the selected songs in the packet 
2. You must wear clothes you can move in comfortably for the dance audition. If you 

have long hair, please put it up and off the neck. No jewelry should be worn during 
the dance audition. 

3. You should plan on singing and dancing at call-backs if you are listed on the call 
back sheet. 

4. You must fill out a Guys and Dolls Audition Form and submit it by: August 3, 2020 
 
Link to Audition Form: 

Guys and Dolls Audition Form 
 
FUGUE FOR TINHORNS 

Auditions 
Be Aware: This schedule is tentative and may be changed in accordance with 
scheduled events during the week before school. A final audition schedule will 
be available at least one week before auditions. 
 
Wednesday, August 5  
Musical Theatre, Dance, and Additional Department Sign-Ups   
10:00- 12:30    Vocal Auditions 
1:30- 4:00   Dance Auditions 

https://forms.gle/FFkUN3cLJip5G2NP9


Thursday, August 6 
Chorus, Theatre, and Additional Department Sign-Ups   
12:30-2:00    Vocal Auditions 
2:00-4:30   Dance Auditions 
Friday, August 7 
11:00–4:15   Call-Backs 
Saturday, August 8 
TBA    Cast List Posted 
Monday, August 10 
2:30-4:30    No Rehearsal 
Tuesday, August 11 
2:15–4:15   Cast Meeting and Music Rehearsal 
 
Are You Unable to Attend the Preliminary Audition? If you are unable to attend the initial 
auditions on Wednesday or Thursday, you may submit a video of you performing a song from the 
packet with accompaniment and the dance. Once you have filmed it, you must upload it to 
Youtube.com and set it to unlisted. Then, you must send the link to Mr. Sniegocki by e-mail no later 
than Tuesday, August 4 by 5:00 p.m. If you are selected for a call-back, you must attend the call back 
audition if you wish to be considered for a role. 
 

Rehearsals 
Fall Semester 2020 
The first rehearsal will be after school on Tuesday, August 11. There will not be shuttle busses 
at that time so you must arrange your own transportation. Music, acting, and dance 
rehearsals will generally be Monday - Friday from 2:15- 4:40 p.m. The final week of rehearsals 
will go as late as 9:00 p.m. prior to opening the show. There will be some Saturday rehearsals 
held from 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m. While not everyone will be called for every rehearsal, attendance 
at rehearsals is mandatory to stay a part of the production. A complete rehearsal schedule 
will be given out at our first full cast meeting on Wednesday, August 19.  
 

Important Note! If you have a job, are in a club, or part of a sports team we cannot work 

our rehearsal schedule around your schedule. If you commit to participating in the all-school 
musical you are expected to attend every rehearsal and alter your outside commitments 
around them. We may make some compromises with occasional personal conflicts (e.g. 
doctor appointments, college auditions, etc.) which you need to provide ahead of time. The 
only exception to missing rehearsals are vocal and instrumental private lessons provided 
with a supplement through your department at Harrison. From October 19 - November 3 no 
conflicts with rehearsals are acceptable or pre-excused; including private lessons which must 
be postponed due to the need for consistent and longer rehearsals. 

 
Performances 

November 5-7 at 7:00 p.m. and November 8 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
GUYS AND DOLLS 

Act I 

A pantomime of never-ceasing activities depicts the hustle and bustle of New York City 
("Runyonland"). Three small-time gamblers, Nicely-Nicely Johnson, Benny Southstreet, and 
Rusty Charlie, argue over which horse will win a big race ("Fugue for Tinhorns"). The band 
members of the Save-a-Soul Mission, led by the pious and beautiful Sergeant Sarah Brown, 
call for sinners to "Follow the Fold" and repent. Nicely and Benny's employer, Nathan 
Detroit, runs an illegal floating crap game. Due to local policeman Lt. Brannigan's strong-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantomime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Craps


armed presence, he has found only one likely spot to hold the game: the "Biltmore garage." 
Its owner, Joey Biltmore, requires a $1,000 security deposit, and Nathan is broke ("The Oldest 
Established"). Nathan hopes to win a $1,000 bet against Sky Masterson, a gambler willing to 
bet on virtually anything. Nathan proposes a bet he believes he cannot lose: Sky must take a 
woman of Nathan's choice to dinner in Havana, Cuba. Sky agrees, and Nathan chooses Sarah 
Brown. At the mission, Sky claims he wants to be saved, impressing Sarah with his 
knowledge of the Bible. He offers Sarah a deal: He will bring the mission "one dozen genuine 
sinners" if she will accompany him to Havana the next night. Sarah rebuffs him, telling him 
that she plans to fall in love with an upright, moral man. Sky replies that he plans on being 
surprised when he falls in love ("I'll Know"). Sky kisses Sarah, and she slaps him. Nathan 
goes to watch his fiancée of 14 years, Adelaide, perform her nightclub act ("A Bushel and a 
Peck"). After her show, she asks him, as she has many times before, to go down to city hall 
and get a marriage license. She also tells Nathan that she has been sending her mother letters 
for twelve years claiming that they have been married with five children. She is distraught 
to find out that Nathan is still running the crap game. She consults a medical book, which 
tells her that her chronic cold is a psychosomatic reaction to her frustration with Nathan's 
failure to marry her ("Adelaide's Lament"). 

The next day, Nicely and Benny watch as Sky pursues Sarah, and Nathan tries to win back 
Adelaide's favor. They declare that guys will do anything for the dolls they love ("Guys and 
Dolls"). General Cartwright, the leader of Save-a-Soul, visits the mission and explains that 
she will be forced to close the branch unless they succeed in bringing some sinners to the 
upcoming revival meeting. Sarah, desperate to save the mission, promises the General "one 
dozen genuine sinners", implicitly accepting Sky's deal. The gamblers, including a notorious 
gangster from Chicago named Big Jule, are waiting for Nathan to secure the spot for the 
game, and Lt. Brannigan becomes suspicious. To convince him of their innocence, they tell 
Brannigan their gathering is Nathan's "surprise bachelor party". This satisfies Brannigan, and 
Nathan resigns himself to eloping with Adelaide. Adelaide goes home to pack, promising to 
meet him after her show the next afternoon. The Save-A-Soul Mission band passes by, and 
Nathan sees that Sarah is not in it; he realizes that he lost the bet and faints. 

In a Havana nightclub, Sky buys a drink for himself and a "Cuban milkshake" for Sarah. She 
doesn't realize that the drink contains Bacardi rum, and innocently drinks multiple glasses, 
becoming progressively tipsier. Outside the club, Sarah kisses Sky and proclaims that she is 
truly enjoying herself for the first time in her life ("If I Were a Bell"). She wants to stay in 
Havana with Sky. Sky is surprised to find, though, that he truly cares about Sarah's welfare, 
and he insists that they go back to the airport and return to New York. Back in New York, it 
is 4:00 a.m., and as Sky and Sarah (now sober) stand in the street outside the mission, Sky 
tells her that this is his favorite time of day, and that she is the only woman he's ever wanted 
to share it with ("My Time of Day"). They both spontaneously admit that they're in love ("I've 
Never Been in Love Before"). A siren sounds and gamblers run out of the mission, where 
Nathan has been holding the crap game. Sarah infers that Sky took her to Havana and 
pretended to be in love with her just so Nathan could use the mission for the game, rejecting 
his protests of innocence. 

Act II 

The next evening, Adelaide performs her act at the Hot Box ("Take Back Your Mink"). Nathan 
doesn't show up for the elopement because he's still running the crap game. She soon realizes 
that Nathan has stood her up again and turns to her book for comfort ("Adelaide's Second 
Lament"). 

Sarah admits to Arvide, her grandfather and fellow mission worker, that she loves Sky but 
will never see him again because she believes he is responsible for the previous night's crap 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Bushel_and_a_Peck
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacardi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/If_I_Were_a_Bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27ve_Never_Been_in_Love_Before
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27ve_Never_Been_in_Love_Before


game. Arvide expresses his faith in Sky's inherent goodness and urges Sarah to follow her 
heart ("More I Cannot Wish You"). Sky tells Sarah he intends to deliver the dozen genuine 
sinners for the revival. She doesn't believe him and walks off, but Arvide subtly encourages 
him. 

Nicely shows Sky where the game is being held: the sewer ("Crapshooters Dance"). Big Jule 
has lost a large amount of cash and insists on playing on credit. To change his luck he uses 
his own dice, which are blank, and proceeds to cheat Nathan out of all of his money. Sky 
then arrives with Nicely. Big Jule isn't impressed, but Sky responds by punching him out. He 
then gives Nathan $1,000, saying that Nathan won the bet and implying that Sarah refused 
to go to Havana with him. Sky, determined to get the dozen sinners he promised Sarah, bets 
everyone at the game a thousand dollars against their souls. If he loses, every man gets a 
thousand dollars; if he wins, they must all attend the revival at the mission ("Luck Be a 
Lady"). He tosses the dice. The gamblers head towards the mission, and it is clear that Sky 
has won his bet. On his way there, Nathan runs into Adelaide and tells her that he has to 
attend the prayer meeting. Adelaide does not believe him. She asks herself why she keeps 
putting up with Nathan's lies, and he tells her that he loves her ("Sue Me"). 

Sky and the gamblers arrive at the mission, much to Sarah's surprise. General Cartwright 
asks if anyone wishes to testify to their sins. Benny and Big Jule do, but another gambler 
named Harry The Horse lets slip that Sky only got them to the meeting because he won their 
souls in a dice game. The General is very pleased by this as it shows that good can come out 
of evil. Attempting to appear contrite, Nicely invents a dream that encouraged him to repent, 
and the gamblers join in with revivalist fervor ("Sit Down, You're Rockin' the Boat"). 
Brannigan arrives and threatens to arrest everyone for the crap game in the Mission, but 
Sarah clears them, saying that none of the gamblers were at the mission the previous night. 
After Brannigan leaves, Nathan confesses that they held the crap game in the mission. He 
also confesses to the bet he made with Sky about taking Sarah to Havana. He adds that he 
won the bet, to Sarah's shock, and she realizes that Sky wanted to protect her reputation and 
must genuinely care about her. 

Sarah and Adelaide run into each other, and they commiserate and then resolve to marry 
their men anyway and reform them later ("Marry the Man Today"). Several weeks later, 
Nathan has opened a newsstand. Sky and Sarah have just been married, and Sky is playing 
the drum in the mission band. Adelaide and Nathan are about to get married at the mission, 
and Sky tells Nathan he'll lay eight to ten odds that he will be very happy. Adelaide expresses 
joy at the thought of being together with Nathan forever. Nathan sneezes in response, 
implying that he has developed a cold similar to Adelaide. The title song is reprised ("Guys 
and Dolls" (Finale/Reprise). 

 

LUCK BE A LADY 
Character Descriptions 
Sky Masterson – A charming and self-assured gambler. Sky is able to adapt to any 
situation but ready to reel off prepared anecdotes regarding his view of the world. Despite 
his failings, Sky is immensely likeable and oozes style. His character goes through a 
considerable transformation during the show.  
Nathan Detroit –A feckless and humorous manipulator, Nathan is the facilitator of illegal 
gambling in town. He maintains a distance by acting only as a broker, seldom a gambler. A 
consummate businessman with divided loyalties; he pacifies his fiancé Adelaide with 
vague promises of a marriage ‘some time’ in the future. He is always waiting for his big 
break which never seems to come.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luck_Be_a_Lady
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Sarah Brown –An idealistic but sheltered missionary, Sarah is kindhearted but too 
categorical in her view of the world. She learns she has an adventurous side and goes 
through character changes over the course of the show. Must feel comfortable with classic 
musical theatre singing as well as jazz.  
Adelaide –A strongly comic and classic show girl. A club singer and Nathan’s 
longsuffering fiancée, Adelaide is not always the brightest. Weary of the disruption 
Nathan’s involvement in the craps game causes to their relationship, she longs for quiet 
family life away from New York.  
Nicely-Nicely Johnson –An eccentric gambler and one of Nathan’s closest associates who 
helps him set up the crap games. Comic timing is a must. Strong tenor singer. Benny 

Southstreet –He is a gambler and one of Nathan’s primary associates.  
Arvide Abernathy – He is the older, wiser leader of the Salvation Army in Times Square. 
He is a reasoned old man with a warm heart that harbors only the kindest intentions, even 
if he tends to be a little gullible. Family to Sarah Brown.  
General Cartwright –The regional director of the Save-a-Soul mission, she is authoritative 
through necessity but motivated by charity. 
Lt. Brannigan –He is a tough, by-the-book policeman engaged in what he perceives to be a 
battle of wits with Nathan to stop the craps game. This is primarily an acting role.  
Damon Runyon- The author who will take the audience through the show as he writes his 
stories about New York’s guys and dolls. 
Gamblers –Only Rusty Charlie has a solo (in a trio “Fugue for Tinhorns). Big Jule is an 
intimidating hustler from Chicago, temperamental and a sore loser. Harry the Horse, Angie 
the Ox, and others. Females and Males may be cast as gamblers. 
Hot Box Dancers –Female Dancers  
Cuban Dancers- Couple dancers for the scene in Cuba. 
Mission Band Members – Conservative group of citizens trying to make a difference in 
New York.  
Ensemble of Citizens- May be used in the opening and throughout the show in various 
Roles 
 
I’LL KNOW 
When choosing and preparing your vocal audition, think about the following: 

• Is the song appropriate to the role for which you’re auditioning? 

• What character is singing the song? 

• What is the dramatic or comedic moment that is happening in the context of the 
show? (You may need to do a little research to answer this.) 

• Will you perform the song in that way, or interpret it differently? 
Vocal Style of the Show: These are tough dames and gamblers from New York. While they 
can come across as funny caricatures, they need to come across as sincere in their devotion 
to the life they have chosen. We do want to hear variation in character voices utilizing healthy 
singing techniques. Avoid trying to “make it sound funny” do some research and listen to 
the accents of people who have played the roles before. In casting we need to know that you 
can do this and still be heard and understood by the audience. 
 
When rehearsing and performing remember: 

• Breathe 

• Follow through to the ends of your dance and song phrases/words/notes. 

• Break the dance into small bites and keep repeating the steps even when you think 
you have it. 

• Arm and head placement is just as important as which direction the feet need to go. 



• Sing at the volume you sing at when you’re at home alone in your room or your car 
and you believe nobody is listening. 

• You will have the opportunity to sing and dance at least once. We may ask you to do 
it twice.  

• Breathe. 
Audition Material Links (You may be asked to sign in to google to access the material) 
Audition Sheet Music 
Audition Call-Back Music 
Guys and Dolls Accompaniment 
Bushel and a Peck Accompaniment 
If I Were a Bell Accompaniment 
My Time of Day Accompaniment 
Sit Down Your Rockin’ the Boat Accompaniment 
Sue Me Accompaniment 
Audition Dance Video Instruction 
Audition Dance Video from the Front and Back 
Audition Dance Music (Mrs. Bourgeois recommends you start the music 30 seconds in) 
 
We look forward to meeting all of you soon. Make sure you fill out the following form and 
submit it. If you have any questions, feel free to contact: 
 

Director- Joe Sniegocki   joe.sniegocki@polk-fl.net 
Music Director- Suzi Lambert  suzi.lambert@polk-fl.net  
Choreographer- Shelley Bourgeois  shelley.bourgeois@polk-fl.net 
 
JOIN OUR REMIND GROUP FOR AUDITION UPDATES! 
Text @b9dggk3 to the number 81010 and you will receive information updates 
 
I’VE NEVER BEEN IN LOVE BEFORE 

• Should I audition if I have no experience doing a musical? 
Yes. Even if you have no experience singing, acting, or dancing you should try out if it 
sounds like something you may enjoy doing. While the show is a lot of work, being in the 
production is a lot of fun. 

• If I turn in the form and audition, do I have to take a role in the show? 
If you are in a department in which the curriculum makes it mandatory to accept any role 
you are given then the answer is yes you do. However, if you turn in a form and are cast but 
you decide you do not want to be in the show you must inform Mr. Sniegocki by August 14th. 

• What should I wear to an audition for a musical? 
Wear clothes that make you look good and you feel comfortable singing in for your audition 
like a nice dress or button up shirt and slacks. For dance, wear clothes you can comfortably 
move and roll around the floor in like sweat pants or dance tights. 

• Is there an accompanist? 
You will not have to sing acapella. An accompanist will warm the group up prior to the 
audition block and play the song you select; but you will need to sing the song as a solo. You 
will NOT have an opportunity to run the song as a solo with the accompanist prior to the 
audition. 

• What if I am on a sports team, Keyettes, or another group that has practice after 
school? May I still be in the show? 
You may only be in the show if you do not have after school conflicts except for vocal or 
music lessons as part of the co-curricular activities with your department at Harrison. If you 
are involved in a group and there are no scheduled practices during rehearsal time then you 
may participate; but we will not be able to compromise with another after school activity. 
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